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Erase Your Brain

At least the part that knows what’s what with rucksacks. Unless your brain was loaded after
this paper was out — in which case you might be fine.

Year and Pattern Type

Company 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945

American Fabrics . 88B 88F _ _

Co

Atlantic Products

Corp - 88B - - -
Many companies produced rucksacks Avery Mig. Co - 08B B8BESE - :
during World War II. Those that I have Baker-Lockwood 14,4 aop  gaB . .
identified and the years that they Mig. Co.
manufactured rucksacks are listed in the Hinson Mfg. Co. - 88B 88B88F - -
table to the right. Once the companies Lichtenberger- } ) 838 } }

completed their 1943 contracts, it appears Ferguson Co.

that the QMC purchased no more rucksacks Lyon Coulson Inc. - B8B - - -
until 1951. If you have a rucksack made by Meese Inc. 1941 88B 888 - -
a company not listed on this table or that Morrow &
was made between 1944 and 1950, please  Douglass - 88B 88B - -
let me know. Powers Co. 1041 1041 - .-
Protections
Products Co. - B88B E8F - -
Simmons Company -  88B - - -
Varied Mig.
Co. Inc. - 88B 888 - -
Werner Siegmund
Inc. 88B 88B - -

That view, as I type this, prevails. It’s wrong. Completely. Essentially it has the rucksacks
made in 1942 as “JQD-88B” items, with canvas straps, and the rucksacks made in 1943 as “JQD-88F,”
having leather straps. In order to account for 1943 dated rucksacks with canvas straps, it has
“JQD-88B” rucksacks made in 1943 also. Skipping the “1941” and “1942,” we’re left with two
revisions. Notice that all the “88F” rucksacks are from 1943? Keep that in mind.



Baker Lockwood Mfg. Co., Inc
Meese, Inc.

American Fabrics Co.

Meese, Inc.

Midland Fabrics Co.
Simmons Co.

Wemer, Siegmund, Inc.

Wemer, Siegmund, Inc.
Lyon Coulsan, Inc.

Varied Mfg. Co., Inc.
Avery Mfg. Co., Inc.

Hinson Mfg. Co.
Meese, Inc.
Varied Mfg. Co., Inc.

Baker Lockwood Mfg. Co., Inc.

Kansas City MO
Madison IN
Kansas City MO
Madison IN
Kansas City MO
Kenosha Wi
MNew York NY
MNew York NY
Buffalo NY
Newark NJ
New York NY
Kansas City /(MO
Waterloo 1A
Madison IN
Newark NJ

wery Mfg. Co., Inc.

JNew York  |NY

Boyt Harness Co.

Des Moines 1A

Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Rucksacks
Saddles

Cargo

431 g:’l:_l’l: 8288 312 5 42 10 42
431gm B287 236 5 42 11 42
431 gm 9955 258 7 42 4 43
431/gm 9954 838 7 42 4 43
431gm 9955 223 7 42 4 43
431gm 9970 192 8 42 1 43
431gm 9968 161 & 42 1 43
431gm 9968 151 & 42 1 43
431gm 10675 115 10 42 3 43
431gm 10619 175 10) 42 4 43
431/gm 12906 69 2 43 5 43
431|gm 12909 &0 2 43 6 43
431/gm 12907 &7 2 43 6 43
431/gm 12908 62 2 43 6 43
431/gm 12810 62 2 43 6 43
431gm 14202 82 5 43 2 44
431 gm 14917 202 8 43 2 44

I’ve helpfully segregated out the rucksack contract from the contract document. Ignore the
Boyt thing at the bottom — it was just part of the overall table. Meese, as an example, received W-431-
qm-9954 for $838K in rucksacks. That’s a lot of rucksacks. Contract ran from July 1942 to April
1943. Note that the “single strap” early rucksacks are completely absent from all contract documents.
Bummer but there it is.

Daiber

Baker Lockwood
Meese

Powers

Meese 431gm 8287
Baker Lockwood | 431gm | 8288

Meese 43lgm = 9954
American Fabrics 431gm 9955
Midland Fabrics 431gm 9955
Wener, Siegmund | 431gm | 9968
Wemer, Siegmund ~ 431gm = 9968

431gm 9969

Simmons 43lgm = 9970
Varied Mfg 431gm 10619
Lyon & Coulson 431gm 10675
Avery Mfg. 431gm | 12906
Hinson 431gm | 12907
Meese 431gm | 12908
Baker Lockwood 431gm 12909
Waried Mfg 431gm | 12910
Avery Mfg. 431gm | 14202
Qs
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Specification revisions at the bottom for the ones I know. JQD-88F, the supposed leather strap
ones, was created in the summer of 1943. Only Avery had a contract for that time. Ergo, outside of
Avery, none of the makers made JQD-88F rucksacks. Lots of rucksacks were made when JQD-88E
was current. Where are those in that first table? They don’t exist. Erase your brain, everything you
know about rucksacks is wrong.

With me so far? Ready for the bomb? No WW2 rucksacks were made with the main straps
being leather. They were all made with canvas straps.



JQD-88G had canvas straps.

97. Rucksack

a. Stock Numser. The stock number of the
rucksack is T4-R-350.

b. Seecrrication. The specification is J. Q. D.,
No. 88H.

e. InspecTioN. (See fig. 125.) (1) Fabrie. See

As did JQD-88H. Note the late frame — dating these to WW?2. I know, the contracts were over
during the war. JQD always made items in small quantities before contracting out.
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The 1951 dated Protection Products rucksack. Not mine. Leather straps.
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Now that’s a cute polar bear. Let’s look inside.
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Army Field Forces. Arctic Test Branch, Big Delta,
Alaska.
RUCKSACKS (ATB AND MTN & CW TNG CMD).
July 25, 1953 Lli}p. incl, illus, table, (Proj. no.
2537) AD 32780 Unclassified

Twenty-two rucksacks (1952) and 22 rucksacks
(M1942) were used by a rifle platoon on a series of

56

Oh, goody. We’re going to test rucksacks. The 1952 model and the (misnamed) M-1942.
Which really shouldn’t have a model date but let’s not dally.

field exercises in the vicinity of Northway, Alaska,
during the period Jan, 6-Mar. 3, 1953 to determine
whether they were suitable for Army Field Forces
use in arctic and alpine terrain. The test rucksacks
(M-52), which were designed to be more durable
than the M1942 model, were provided with larger
pockets and leather, rather than web, straps for
securing the pockets and top of the rucksack. The
M1842 rucksack was the unanimous choice of the
test troops for reasons of its superior wearing com-
fort and durability. Results of the test indicated
that it is more desirable to make minor modifica-
tions on the M1942 than to attempt to modify the test
article. It is concluded that when the suggested mod-
ifications are made on the M19842 that it will be con-
sidered suitable for arctic use.

v2227

The WW?2 ones had canvas main straps. Is that a surprise? The “M-1942” won out. “It is
concluded that when the suggested modifications are made on the M1942 that it will be considered
suitable for arctic use.” I wonder if the suggested modification is adding the leather straps like the
1952 one had?
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It would go a long way in explaining how a rucksack made in 1942 has leather straps.

So, from where I sit, I'm pretty sure the entire “88B” and “88F” thing is wrong. The leather
strap thing I’m much less certain of. It’s a lot of educated guesses on my part. Only the actual
specifications would really provide solid answers.



One last note on specification revisions: do not try to compare items to detect the changes.
Might be something you’d not notice — heavier duck or something like that. Similarly, the “hardware”
was contracted for separately and then provided to the makers. So buckles and frames and such were
provided with the maker having no control over what they received.

UARS L™ D - o> - PR ]
DRANERB UNDERSGHIRTS A 260 943 543

, 463
BASSICK Co0O | l
PIBTOLS RRIDGEPORT CONN N 637 S42 ea3 |
WiRE A 103 943 143 |
ORODOMANCE EQUIPUENT N 55 P42 |
FRAMES RUCKAAOK A 53 a43 343

BAT

AEKSTIAN RILFISING co

Like that. Bassick Co had a contract for frames. Meese, Powers, etc., were contracted to sew it
together. Not to make or purchase frames and buckles. Even the straps were contracted for separately
and provided. Makers were “cut and sew” shops with machine heavy enough to deal with heavy fabric.
Shoe makers are common in contracts for duck items.

Quantity

Versatile RUCKSACKS

239,873 Rucksacks ALL NEW!

or aluminum frame to keep pm in shape. The seck
has o large capacity, sufficient for oll miscellaneous

ded on hunting, tamping or Ashing
Hing, clothes, cooking ulen-
wted IW around the hlﬂl

n 'rv
ing straps hold pock Mlv to back, make heovy
loads sasy to carry. large and 3 smaller pock-
e cicted by haps and straps. Olive drab. Stamped

Priority Groups $1.50 eoch {20 minimum}
Whalesalers and

Exporters® 1.50 sach (1,000 minimum)
Small Retail Buyers 1.9 each (20 minimum) TR0 P SERCTE00 ‘,;"d. SPA Reg.
Large Retail Buyers 180 sach { 100 minimuml  14.

34,721 Rucksacks USED, BUT IN GOOD CONDITION

The same fype Rucksocks or described Priority Grovps  §1.08 soch | 20 minimum)
'hol

1.08 each 11,000 ml-nlmumr
m- . 1.35 eoch [ 20 m
1.28 each [ 100 mi

il
e sul l!lnl to 407, discount to wdu-

mn
Ud the public 1 num,mmm

*Ts buy or this price, Whalesaler's
sedur st conboln the WHOLE.
Sl lREATION, Sk

muth_cambain

All prices are v momu caEniicATIn, ..‘
tation charges coll _.km oo "'
in the fellowing p y
SAMPLES MAY BE IN-
SPECTED IN ALL CON-

"
UY AT FIXED PRICES,
SEE PAGE 4.

February 26, 1946 1

239,873 unused rucksacks is a lot of rucksacks. Given that there is no way they were going to
raise enough “mountain troops” to use that many, something’s fishy.



& = -————  Jumpto | 34 Go - Search in this text | 1 cksacks
, =
i+ Total qug
i beeoame
Declared | Shipping ” | ;.m«i.-r : 1SPOsi [03 :l\rvd
to orders epot | evels of— nnder
Item disposal | not yot | stocks | o emersency Remarks
agency | received leve's
June 30, | June 30,
1949 1947
Informationasof_..___. Jan. 7, Jan. 7, () S USRI, | NSICSRUE TS — Depot stocks
1946 1446 ! as of—
Boots, service, combat. | 771,000 | 554, 629 8, 260, 957 0 |2, 945, 000 \(}unntltlcs (Tan. 18, 1946
Can, corrugated, nest- isted be-
ing 10 gallons with i low are
cover (includes cans ; included in
without covers and the figures
COVOTS) oo occmmnn. 16, 316 16, 166 08, 577 25, 77 60, 075 of quanti- Jan. 14, 1946
Parka, field pile...____. 0 0| 339.322 | 159,322 ' 188,322 |} ties to Jan. 18, 1946
Rucksacks.............| 293,000 | 286,302 | 202,243 | 168 976 | 178,754 {| become Do.
Tool Set, e'w tools, surplus
alectricians. ... .. 0 0 8, 244 6, 452 6,884 (| under dis- {|Tan. 14,1946
Tool Set, e/w tools, posallevels |
carpenters, No. 2 ___. 0 0 10,022 ' 1,791 4,381 (| of June 30, Do.
1947. \
Boots, rubher, knee._.. M .M 81, 187 0| 133,29 33,290 | Dec. 14,1945
Boots, rubber, hip__. . (M M 146, 159 08, 831 | 1102, 078 33,197 Do.
Qloves, mosquito. ... m (O] 973,000 | 347,000 | 1689, 000 342, 000 Do.
Jumper, dunaaree _... (" Q] 1654, 424 51,675 | 1 104, 882 53,207 | Oct. 13,1945
Socks, wool, heavy.____ 71,000 | 9IK, 479 (B, 111, N 0 {4, 183,000 11,000,000 | Dee. 14, 1945
Trousers, dungaree..... (O 0] IN1, 656 | 68,030 {1 120, 000 51,970 | Oect. 13,1745
1

1 Ordered declared, but report not yet received that this has been done.

I’ll see your 293K and raise you more. 178K the next year and 168K two years later. This is
only what is being dumped on the surplus market — doesn’t include what they’re keeping.

So why did they buy so many? Therein lies the very hard to solve riddle. I’ll cover it quickly.
GERE — SR T e P [l SRR i
The OQMG and the Jeffersonville Quarter-
mastcr Depot, following this recommendation,
co-operated with industry in developing a spe-
cial type of carrer for arctic and mountain
troops called the rucksack, based on the design
of the Norse Pac. This was a large-capacity

OQMG and JQD are involved. This won’t go well.




tne WCLENt Of tNC WNOIC Pack was aisinouiea
low around the hips. Two of the frames, when
detached from their sacks, could be attached to
skis to form an emergency sled. A whirte cover
for camouflage use in snowy country was issued
with the rucksack.?

During the Attu operations, soldiers com-
plained that the rucksack was too large and was
extremely uncomfortable because it rested so
heavily on the hips. The Quartermaster ob-
server thought that the discomfort was caused
by the frame and the improper packing of the
rucksack. Even when heavier items were put on
the top, however, the p:ick was "none tod Come-
forrable.”™ * While there were no subsequent
changes in the basic design, a number of modi-
fications to increase the efficiency of the rucksack
were made during the war years.

Tuneole rronns alsa needed a snecialized rvne

And it didn’t go well. Poorly designed. The “two of the frames, when detached from their
sacks, could be attached to skis to form an emergency sled.” A gimmick feature that just added weight.

Other Ome Daiber inventions included Bird Cage crampons (lightweight, made of round metal stock welded together), the Pac-Jacket, and Sno-Seal. Ome manufactured Eddi
developed a rucksack that was copied by the army, but Matie said, "They wrecked it. They took the way it hung on the back and they fouled it up and it wasn't comfortable. If
"He was wearinag them. I think. before anvbodv else around here.” Matie showed me the "Dopfer hook" (a complex lookina rone descender) which Ome mav have worked on.

Let’s bump up the text size. “developed a rucksack that was copied by the army; but Matie said
“They wrecked it. They took the way it hung on the back and they fouled it up and it wasn’t
comfortable.”

True that. Except Matie (Daiber, speaking about her father) is wrong on the army copying
Ome’s rucksack.

Simon Bolivar Buckner was in command in Alaska. He took at good hard look at the uniform
items and field gear and wasn’t satisfied. With pretty much any of it. He lit a fire for useful items and
much development was undertaken. On the West Coast. “Pacific purchases” applied. Contracts were
let for various items of uniform and equipment. At the same time, the QM itself was looking at cold
weather equipment and uniform items. Two development tracks. So while the QM history claims that
the OQMG and JQD were responding to Buckner’s desires, that doesn’t pan out based on all the other
stuff he was after — which was developed on the West Coast. JQD was after army wide cold weather
items. Thus, the massive purchases of rucksacks during the war — intended to be the standard cold
weather pack.



When they bought stuff for Alaska, during this era, it’s pretty easy to detect. Pacific purchases.

Jensen-Byrd Company,

109

Spokane, lWashington. Ski Boots. 734495
wilson Sporting Guods Co., 554

Portland, Oregon. Ski Boots, 2,690.40
Lipman Wwolfe & Co., 101

Portland, Uregon. Sizi Bootse 782,75
United States [ubber Co., Coats. .

Los #npeles, California. 356 1,696,15
Hirsch—uweis Hanufacturing 345

Co., Portland, Oregon. Coats. 3,188.46
Ralphs=Puph Company, Ine., 546

San Franeiseo, California. Coats. 1,802.10
Warren—-Soule—rairhurst Co., 100

Tacoma, ‘ashington. Coats. 312,96
Los Anpeles Rubber & Asbestos 423

.ori;s, Los #nzeles, California Coats. 1,457.55

3. i{. Stusser Textile Co.,

500

¥ L

Seatile, Washington. Sleeping Bags. 3,750.,00
testern Feather & Down Vorks, 1,530

Los Angeles, California. Sleeping Bags. 13,770.00
Washington Cuilt Co., 1, 500

Seattle, Washingion Sleeping Bags. 15,750400
deder & Frank Co., Inc., 125 pr.

Portland, Oregon. Skis. 1,138.85
The Beebe Co., 94 pr.

Portland, Oregon. Skis, 515.09
The Beebe Co., 94 pr.

Portland, Oregon. Si:i Bindings. 352,00
(me Daiber,Ine., 250 ea.

Seattle, uashington Rucksaclis, 2,575.00

Sometimes development items. Like that contract to Ome Daiber for 250 rucksacks.
September 1941.

JQD didn’t copy Daiber’s rucksack. They also developed a Bergen pack. It just wasn’t that
good. That said, it was better than the other awful packs the army had during the war. The M-1928 is a
bad joke.



In late 1941, JQD contracted out for rucksacks. How do we know it was JQD? The contracts
were given to firms not on the West Coast. The early rucksacks are dated 1941 with some Powers ones
dripping into 1942. These would be to a dated tentative specification with JQD-88 itself coming in
March 1942.

Department Of Defense
Index of Specifications
and Standards

Numerical Canceled Listing
(APPENDIX) Part IV

DODISS
1 July 2005
CANCELED SECTION DODISS NUMERICAL LISTING
DETAIL SPECIFICATIONS

3 DOCUMENT NUMBER DOCUMENT TITLE 2 £ 2 £  Dae
MIL-R-1619A RUCKSACK-M-1952 (USE MIL-R-43373)[CUST: GL SA 82] [REVIEW: 67 85 CT MC MD] A 8465 GL 14-SEP-61
MIL-R-1620 REPAIR OF SHOES, WOMEN S SERVICE AND FIELD[CUST: GL] [REVIEW: CT MI] A 8435 GL 09-NOV-49
MIL-W-1621 WORKSHOP-UNIT, KNOTTING AND BRAIDING[CUST: GL] A T8GP GL 09-NOV-49
MIL-W-1622 WORKSHOP-UNIT, LEATHER-CRAFT[CUST: GL| A T8GP GL 14-NOV-49
MIL-K-1623 NOT 1 KIT, TRANSPORT, ARTIST SKETCH[CUST: GL] A 7830 GL 14-NOV-49

MIL-R-1619A, Rucksack, M-1952, was canceled on September 14" of 1961. Replaced by a
later rucksack — MIL-R-43373. It lingered.
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In 1963, they started developing items for Vietnam. What became the M-1965 hammock was
developed as was an updated rucksack. Calling it the “M1952” is a bit odd as that specification had
already been canceled.

Didn’t stop them from using WW2 rucksacks. Which makes me wonder if that has leather
straps? WW?2 altered to what was the M-19527?



Mysteries Unending

PAGE 58 WAR SUPPLY CONTRACTS
CONFIDENTIAL CUMULATIVE THROUGH PEBRUARY, 1943
) : VALUE AWARD | COMPLETION
oM. LOCATION AND 5 ;lmwuuﬁw DaTE pare

A FEATHERWEIGHT DECOYS INC

ROKGC
SAcks HOQUSTON TEX A :{ 842 LILE ]
RONG FURNACE coO -

5
c
8

- X

No idea. Never seen it.

From my experience, that thing screams “WW1!” 1 don’t know, but it is kind of a rucksack.
I had to guess, I’d say WW1 and the Ordnance Department.
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Kind of a duffle bag with pockets.

< >

Lots of leather. Something Rock Island Arsenal was into.

The End

That’s how I see it.
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