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Erase Your Brain

At least the part that knows what’s what with rucksacks.  Unless your brain was loaded after 
this paper was out – in which case you might be fine.

That view, as I type this, prevails.  It’s wrong.  Completely.  Essentially it has the rucksacks 
made in 1942 as “JQD-88B” items, with canvas straps, and the rucksacks made in 1943 as “JQD-88F,” 
having leather straps.  In order to account for 1943 dated rucksacks with canvas straps, it has 
“JQD-88B” rucksacks made in 1943 also.  Skipping the “1941” and “1942,” we’re left with two 
revisions.  Notice that all the “88F” rucksacks are from 1943?  Keep that in mind.



I’ve helpfully segregated out the rucksack contract from the contract document.  Ignore the 
Boyt thing at the bottom – it was just part of the overall table.  Meese, as an example, received W-431-
qm-9954 for $838K in rucksacks.  That’s a lot of rucksacks.  Contract ran from July 1942 to April 
1943.  Note that the “single strap” early rucksacks are completely absent from all contract documents.  
Bummer but there it is.

Specification revisions at the bottom for the ones I know.  JQD-88F, the supposed leather strap 
ones, was created in the summer of 1943.  Only Avery had a contract for that time.  Ergo, outside of 
Avery, none of the makers made JQD-88F rucksacks.  Lots of rucksacks were made when JQD-88E 
was current.  Where are those in that first table?  They don’t exist.  Erase your brain, everything you 
know about rucksacks is wrong.

With me so far?  Ready for the bomb?  No WW2 rucksacks were made with the main straps 
being leather.  They were all made with canvas straps.



JQD-88G had canvas straps.

As did JQD-88H.  Note the late frame – dating these to WW2.  I know, the contracts were over 
during the war.  JQD always made items in small quantities before contracting out.



The 1951 dated Protection Products rucksack.  Not mine.  Leather straps.

Now that’s a cute polar bear.  Let’s look inside.



Oh, goody.  We’re going to test rucksacks.  The 1952 model and the (misnamed) M-1942.  
Which really shouldn’t have a model date but let’s not dally.

The WW2 ones had canvas main straps.  Is that a surprise?  The “M-1942” won out.  “It is 
concluded that when the suggested modifications are made on the M1942 that it will be considered 
suitable for arctic use.”  I wonder if the suggested modification is adding the leather straps like the 
1952 one had?



It would go a long way in explaining how a rucksack made in 1942 has leather straps.

So, from where I sit, I’m pretty sure the entire “88B” and “88F” thing is wrong.  The leather 
strap thing I’m much less certain of.  It’s a lot of educated guesses on my part.  Only the actual 
specifications would really provide solid answers.



One last note on specification revisions: do not try to compare items to detect the changes.  
Might be something you’d not notice – heavier duck or something like that.  Similarly, the “hardware” 
was contracted for separately and then provided to the makers.  So buckles and frames and such were 
provided with the maker having no control over what they received.

Like that.  Bassick Co had a contract for frames.  Meese, Powers, etc., were contracted to sew it 
together.  Not to make or purchase frames and buckles.  Even the straps were contracted for separately 
and provided.  Makers were “cut and sew” shops with machine heavy enough to deal with heavy fabric. 
Shoe makers are common in contracts for duck items.

Quantity

239,873 unused rucksacks is a lot of rucksacks.  Given that there is no way they were going to 
raise enough “mountain troops” to use that many, something’s fishy.



I’ll see your 293K and raise you more.  178K the next year and 168K two years later.  This is 
only what is being dumped on the surplus market – doesn’t include what they’re keeping.

So why did they buy so many?  Therein lies the very hard to solve riddle.  I’ll cover it quickly.

OQMG and JQD are involved.  This won’t go well.



And it didn’t go well.  Poorly designed.  The “two of the frames, when detached from their 
sacks, could be attached to skis to form an emergency sled.”  A gimmick feature that just added weight.

Let’s bump up the text size.  “developed a rucksack that was copied by the army; but Matie said 
‘They wrecked it.  They took the way it hung on the back and they fouled it up and it wasn’t 
comfortable.”

True that.  Except Matie (Daiber, speaking about her father) is wrong on the army copying 
Ome’s rucksack. 

Simon Bolivar Buckner was in command in Alaska.  He took at good hard look at the uniform 
items and field gear and wasn’t satisfied.  With pretty much any of it.  He lit a fire for useful items and 
much development was undertaken.  On the West Coast.  “Pacific purchases” applied.  Contracts were 
let for various items of uniform and equipment.  At the same time, the QM itself was looking at cold 
weather equipment and uniform items.  Two development tracks.  So while the QM history claims that 
the OQMG and JQD were responding to Buckner’s desires, that doesn’t pan out based on all the other 
stuff he was after – which was developed on the West Coast.  JQD was after army wide cold weather 
items.  Thus, the massive purchases of rucksacks during the war – intended to be the standard cold 
weather pack.



When they bought stuff for Alaska, during this era, it’s pretty easy to detect.  Pacific purchases.

Sometimes development items.  Like that contract to Ome Daiber for 250 rucksacks.  
September 1941. 

JQD didn’t copy Daiber’s rucksack.  They also developed a Bergen pack.  It just wasn’t that 
good.  That said, it was better than the other awful packs the army had during the war.  The M-1928 is a 
bad joke.



In late 1941, JQD contracted out for rucksacks.  How do we know it was JQD?  The contracts 
were given to firms not on the West Coast.  The early rucksacks are dated 1941 with some Powers ones 
dripping into 1942.  These would be to a dated tentative specification with JQD-88 itself coming in 
March 1942.

MIL-R-1619A, Rucksack, M-1952, was canceled on September 14th of 1961.  Replaced by a 
later rucksack – MIL-R-43373.  It lingered.





In 1963, they started developing items for Vietnam.  What became the M-1965 hammock was 
developed as was an updated rucksack.  Calling it the “M1952” is a bit odd as that specification had 
already been canceled.

Didn’t stop them from using WW2 rucksacks.  Which makes me wonder if that has leather 
straps?  WW2 altered to what was the M-1952?



Mysteries Unending

No idea.  Never seen it.

From my experience, that thing screams “WW1!”  I don’t know, but it is kind of a rucksack.  If 
I had to guess, I’d say WW1 and the Ordnance Department.



Kind of a duffle bag with pockets.

Lots of leather.  Something Rock Island Arsenal was into. 

The End

That’s how I see it.
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